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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE L =i
Nevada Fish and Wildlife Ofice INAMERICA
1340 Financial Boulevard, Suite 234
Reno, Nevada. 85502
(775) 861-6300 ~ Fax: (775) 861-6301
Mazch 18, 2005
File No. 1-5-05-SP-439
Ms. Robin Sweeney f
Nevada Transportztion Project Manager
Department of Energy

Washington, DC 20585

Dear Ms. Sweeney:

Subject: Speeies List for U.S. Department of Enerpy Rail Line from near Caliente,
Lincoln County, Nevada to Yucca Mountain, Nye County, Nevada

This is in response to your letter received on February 15, 2003, regarding the U.S. Department
of Energy Caliente to Yucca Mountain rail line, Lincoln, Nye, and Esmerelda counties, Nevada,
The following federally listed species may occur in or near the vicinity of the subject project
area:

LS Desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) (Mojave population), threatensd
= Southwestern willow flycarcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), endangered
. yellow-billed cuckoo (Coceyzus americanus), candidate

This List flflls the requirement of the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to provide information
on listed species pursuant to section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
{Act), for projects that are authorized, funded, or carried out by a Federal agency.

Based on the information provided in your correspondence, the proposed project is within the
range of the threarenad desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii). However, designated critical habitar
for the desert tortoise does not occur within the propoesed project area.

The Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office no longer provides species of concern lists. Most of thege
species for which we have concerm, are also on the sensitive species list for Nevada maintzined
by the State of Nevada's Natural Heritage Program (Heritage). Instead of mamtaming our own
list, we are adopting Heritage's sensitive species list and partnering with them to provide
distbutior data and information on the conservarion needs for sensitive species to agencies or
project proponents. The mission of Heritage is to continually evaluate the conservarion priorities
of native plants, animals, and their habitats, particularly these most vulnerable to extinction or
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are in serious decline. Consideration of these sensitive species and exploring management
alternatives early in the planning process can provide long-term conservation benefits and avoid
future conflicts.

For a list of sensitive species by county, visit Heritage's website at www heritagenv.gov. Fora
specific list of sensitive species that may occur in the project area, you can obtain a data request
form from the website or by contacting Heritage at 1550 East College Parkway, Suite 137,
Carsen City, NV 89706, 775-687-4245. Please indicate on the form that your request is being
obtained as part of your coordination with the Service under the Endangered Species Act.
During your project analysis, if you obtais new information or data for any Nevada sensitive
species, we request thar you provide the information to Heritage at the above address.

We are particularly concemed with the effects of the proposed project on the Meadow Valley
Wash and associated mriburtaries. The Meadow Valley Wash is one of the only remaining ripanian
areas in southern Nevada that continues to support native vegetation. This riparian area is well
known for its outstanding diversity of neotropical migratory birds, including the southwestern
willow flycatcher. Previous surveys of the Meadow Valley Wash area have detected pesting
flycatchers, and suitable habitat for this species is known o exist through the length of the wash
from the city of Caliente in Lincoln County south 1o at least Clark County. Furthermore, the
Meadow Valley Wash desert sucker (Catostomus clarki s5p.) and the Meadow Valley Wash
speckled dace (Rhinichthys osculus s5p.), two undeseribed subspecies that may only oceur in
Meadow Valley Wash, may also be negativaly impacted by the proposed activities. We
recorumend you consider the potential effects on these species during the environmental
documentarion process, and consider altematives to the proposed project that would avoid or
minimize, to the maximurn extent practicable, any adverse effects to these speciss.

Based on the Service's conservation responsibilities and menagement authority for migratory
birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.), we are
project area. Direct impacts to migratory birds on project lands and indirect impacts to migratory
birds on adjacent areas should be considersd during project evaluation.

Also, we are conceroed that the proposed project may impact plant species listed as sensitive
under the Heritage Program. Thesz species may also be listed as critically endengered by the
Srate of Nevada under Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 527.260-300. For these species, no
mmhwuf;uhndmzyharmwﬂmd&mnyedmmyhmhyﬂﬂymamptmﬂw;p&ual
permit issued by the Stare Forester (NRS 527.270). It should be noted that many of the plant
species on the State’s critically endangered list are not federally listed by the Service because of
the protection afforded to them under the State Jaw. Consideration of these species during
project impact evaluation and planning, as well as early coordination with the State is important
to assist with species conservation efforts and to prevent the need for Federa] listing actions in

the future.
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Please reference File No. 1-5-05-5P-439 in firture correspondence concerning this species list. If
you have any questions regarding this correspondence or reguire additional information, please
contact Shawn Goodehild in our Southern Nevada Field Office =t (702) 515-5230.

Smeerely,

s B
Robert D. Williams

Field Supervisor



